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155 MOUTON ROTHSCHILD 1979 (1)
Pauillac
MOUTON ROTHSCHILD 1985 (1)
Pauillac

2 BTS. Estimate $1,454 – $1,938

156 MOUTON ROTHSCHILD 1982 (3)
Pauillac

This wine remains one of the legends of
Bordeaux. It has thrown off the backward,
youthful style that existed during its first 25
years of life, and over the last 4-5 years has
developed such secondary nuances as cedar 
and spice box. The creme de cassis, underlying
floral note, full-bodied power, extraordinary
purity, multilayered texture, and finish of over 
a minute are a showcase for what this Chateau
accomplished in 1982. The wine is still
amazingly youthful, vibrant, and pure. 
It appears capable of remaining fruity and
vibrant in 2082! Thank God it is beginning 
to budge, as I would like to drink most of my
supply before I kick the bucket. This is a great,
still youthful wine, and, on occasion, one does
understand the hierarchy of Bordeaux chateaux
when you see the complexity and brilliance 
of this first-growth. Anticipated maturity: 
2015-2050+. 100 RP

3 BTS. Estimate $8,100 – $10,800

157 3 BTS. Estimate $8,100 – $10,800

158 LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 2000 (1)
Pauillac

Since I gave this wine a perfect score, I suppose
some could see this as a downgrade. I found
everything still there for a perfect rating, but I
was just struck by how tight and backward the
wine was. A blend of 93.3% Cabernet Sauvignon
and the rest Merlot, the wine still has a dark
ruby/purple color and an extraordinarily
youthful nose of graphite, black currants, sweet,
unsmoked cigar tobacco, and flowers. The wine 
is rich, medium to full-bodied, but has that
ethereal elegance and purity that is always
Lafite. I originally predicted that it would first
reach maturity in 2011, but I would push that
back by 5-7 years now, although it has 50-60
years of life in front of it. Owners of this beauty
are probably best advised to forget it for 5 years.
Tasted next to a 1996 several days after the 2000
tasting, the 1996, which is a perfect wine, was 
far closer to full maturity than the 2000. 98+ RP

1 BT. Estimate $2,875 – $3,833

159 LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 1998 (4)
Pauillac

4 BTS. Estimate $7,248 – $9,664

160 LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 1995 (3)
Pauillac

3 BTS. Estimate $4,567 – $6,089
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161 LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 1990 (1)
Pauillac

Interestingly, a bottle of 1990 Lafite Rothschild
I pulled from my cellar for a video blog on my
web site was still buttoned down, tight, and
even with extended decanting was not showing
as much as I would have hoped. However, a
bottle tasted, of all places, in Seoul, Korea in
February, was only a few points short of
perfection. That amazing performance
motivated me to pull another bottle out of my
cellar and follow it over the course of two days.
Sure enough, by the second day the wine was
roaring from the glass. The 1990 Lafite has
turned out far better than my early assessment.
While it still possesses some firmness, and
performs like a late adolescent in terms of its
evolution, it boasts gorgeous aromas of cedar,
tobacco leaf, cassis, and lead pencil shavings. 
The explosive aromas are followed by a fleshy,
full-bodied wine that should hit its peak in 
5-8 years, and last for 25-30 more. 96 RP

1 BT. Estimate $1,549 – $2,066

162 LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 1989 (1)
Pauillac

1 BT. Estimate $1,199 – $1,598

163 LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 1899 (1)
Pauillac - Recorked 1990

1 BT. Estimate $11,939 – $15,918

164 BEYCHEVELLE 2005 (6)
St. Julien

6 BTS. Estimate $1,379 – $1,838

165 LANGOA BARTON 1999 (3)
St. Julien
BRANAIRE (DULUC-DUCRU) 2001 (6)
St. Julien
BRANAIRE DUCRU 2005 (1)
St. Julien

10 BTS. Estimate $1,014 – $1,352

166 DUCRU-BEAUCAILLOU 1990 (1)
St. Julien
DUCRU-BEAUCAILLOU 2001 (1)
St. Julien
GRUAUD LAROSE 2001 (1)
St. Julien
GRUAUD LAROSE 2003 (1)
St. Julien
LAGRANGE 2003 (1)
St. Julien

5 BTS. Estimate $1,062 – $1,416

167 LEOVILLE POYFERRÉ 2005 (4)
St. Julien

Léoville Poyferré’s dense ruby/purple 2005 is
soft, round and juicy, with lots of blackcurrant
fruit, plum and Asian spice. It is medium to
full-bodied and, along with Léoville Las Cases
and Saint-Pierre, probably one of the best
St.-Juliens I tasted in this retrospective. It is
surprisingly supple and accessible. Drink it over
the next 15 or so years. 93 RP

4 BTS. Estimate $1,080 – $1,440

168 TALBOT 1999 (3)
St. Julien
TALBOT 2000 (3)
St. Julien

6 BTS. Estimate $1,141 – $1,522
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169 LEOVILLE LAS CASES 1986 (1)
St. Julien
LEOVILLE LAS CASES 1995 (2)
St. Julien
LEOVILLE LAS CASES 2006 (1)
St. Julien

4 BTS. Estimate $1,871 – $2,495

170 LEOVILLE LAS CASES 2000 (3)
St. Julien

Tasted blind as a vintage comparison at the
Valandraud vertical, the 2000 Leoville-Las-
Cases is a quite fabulous, magisterial Saint
Julien that is only just beginning to flex its
muscles. It has a very intense and beautifully
defined bouquet with mineral rich blackberry
and bilberry scents, outstanding focus and
harmony, and very well-integrated oak. The
palate is medium-bodied with fine tannin,
impressive backbone and focus in situ. There is
a touch of mint infusing the fruit here, superb
tension with a touch of mulberry and Hoi Sin
lingering on the finish that still feels backward
and sinewy. What was remarkable was to
observe the melioration in the glass, achieving
wondrous energy and delineation with time,
still improving after a couple of hours. Buy it,
cellar it, drink it. Tasted December 2016. 98 RP

3 BTS. Estimate $2,164 – $2,885

171 PRIEURE-LICHINE 1999 (3)
Margaux
DU TERTRE 2000 (3)
Margaux

6 BTS. Estimate $684 – $912

172 LASCOMBES 2005 (6)
Margaux

6 BTS. Estimate $1,555 – $2,074

173 MALESCOT ST. EXUPERY 1999 (3)
Margaux
MALESCOT ST. EXUPERY 2000 (3)
Margaux

6 BTS. Estimate $1,240 – $1,654

174 PALMER 1990 (1)
Margaux
PALMER 1995 (2)
Margaux
PALMER 2001 (1)
Margaux

4 BTS. Estimate $2,071 – $2,762

175 PALMER 1996 (4)
Margaux

4 BTS. Estimate $2,246 – $2,995

176 RAUZAN SEGLA 2000 (3)
Margaux
RAUZAN-SEGLA 2005 (3)
Margaux

6 BTS. Estimate $2,140 – $2,854
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177 RAUZAN-SEGLA 2005 (6)
Margaux

Estate manager John Kolasa nailed the 2005
Château Rausan Segla. It's rapidly blossoming
into one of the best wines from the estate in
recent memory. Time has nurtured a gorgeous
bouquet that leans slightly more to red berry
fruit, intermingling with iris and rose petals,
veins of cedar and fresh mint. It is bursting 
at the seams with fruité while all the time
retaining wonderful delineation and control.
The palate follows in a similar vein. It feels
plush in the mouth, adorned with a satin
texture, yet this is complemented by finesse 
and refinement. It gradually builds in the
mouth to a sensual finish that epitomizes 
this great Margaux estate. You might well 
be able to broach this 2005 now. It has more
approachability than some of its peers, 
though there is the substance to guarantee 
two decades and more of drinking pleasure.
Tasted June 2015. 94 RP

6 BTS. Estimate $2,455 – $3,274

178 MARGAUX 1985 (1)
Margaux

1 BT. Estimate $1,100 – $1,466

179 MARGAUX 1982 (1)
Margaux

The 1982 Chateau Margaux is a wine that I
have tasted many times, constantly contrasted
against the 1983 to see which is better. Frankly 
I found that it depends on the bottle, although
maybe the 1983 edges it. But it is important to
assess the 1982 on its own individual merits
because it is a superb First Growth. This was a
great bottle: fragrant and beautifully defined on
the nose that on this occasion offered a more
conspicuous graphite scent, which lent it a
Pauillac-like personality. Allowing the wine to
open and aerate, the traits one associates with
the property emerge—wilted violets and rose
petals. The palate is medium-bodied, fresh and
mineral-laden, that suggestion of candied
orange peel on the entry segueing into layers 
of pure red and black fruit. There is always
something effortless about this Chateau
Margaux and the pixelation on the finish is 
up there with the very best. Is it the best 1982 
First Growth? No, it's not quite up there with
1982 Latour or Mouton-Rothschild, however, 
it is a sublime evocation of the vineyard and it
will continue to give pleasure for a couple of
decades yet. Tasted May 2016. 97 RP

1 BT. Estimate $1,946 – $2,594

180 1 BT. Estimate $1,946 – $2,594

181 MARGAUX 1971 (1)
Margaux

1 BT. Estimate $758 – $1,010
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182 MARGAUX 1947 (1)
Margaux

I was surprised at just how good the 1947 is
because I had never been that impressed with
most of the Medocs from that vintage. Among
the first-growths in 1947, it is superior to Lafite
and Latour, and just behind the great Mouton.
Quite perfumed, rich, and full bodied, the 1947
Margaux is capable of another decade of
evolution. Moreover, there is none of the
volatile acidity or harshness that often creeps
into many of the Medocs from that year. 92 RP

1 BT. Estimate $3,269 – $4,359

183 HAUT BRION 1979 (1)
Pessac-Leognan

1 BT. Estimate $707 – $943

184 PRIEURE LICHINE 1982 (1)
Margaux
BEYCHEVELLE 1982 (1)
St. Julien
LA LAGUNE 1982 (1)
Haut-Medoc
PHELAN SEGUR 1982 (1)
St. Estephe
PETIT VILLAGE 1982 (1)
Pomerol
ROUGET 1982 (1)
Pomerol

6 BTS. Estimate $1,484 – $1,978

185 FIGEAC 1982 (1)
St. Emilion
COS D'ESTOURNEL 1982 (1)
St. Estephe
GRUAUD LAROSE 1982 (2)
St. Julien

4 BTS. Estimate $3,082 – $4,110

186 CANTEMERLE 1970 (1)
Haut-Medoc
BEYCHEVELLE 1975 (1)
St. Julien
DUHART MILON ROTHSCHILD 1975 (1)
Pauillac
MOUTON BARON PHILIPPE 1975 (1)
Pauillac

4 BTS. Estimate $663 – $884

187 SOCIANDO-MALLET 1997 (3)
Haut-Medoc
SOCIANDO-MALLET 2000 (5)
Haut-Medoc

8 BTS. Estimate $922 – $1,229

188 CANTEMERLE 1995 (12)
Haut-Medoc

12 BTS. Estimate $1,505 – $2,006

189 12 BTS. Estimate $1,505 – $2,006

190 BAHANS HAUT-BRION 2000 (3)
Pessac-Leognan
BAHANS HAUT-BRION 2003 (1)
Pessac-Leognan

4 BTS. Estimate $857 – $1,143

191 LA MISSION HAUT-BRION 1986 (1)
Pessac-Leognan
LA MISSION HAUT-BRION 1995 (1)
Pessac-Leognan

2 BTS. Estimate $1,061 – $1,414
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192 HAUT BAILLY 2005 (7)
Pessac-Leognan

The 2005 Haut Bailly is rapidly turning into a
glorious wine. You instantly fall in love with
the purity on the nose, luscious red cherries,
wild strawberry and blueberry. This is still
youthful and beautifully defined. The palate is
medium-bodied with quite a structured opening
like many in this vintage. It exerts a gentle 
grip in the mouth, quite tensile and linear and
perhaps just tightening up a tad toward the
finish. It is biding its time, but it will repay
those who cellar this outstanding 2005 for
another four or five years. Tasted March 2017.
95 RP

7 BTS. Estimate $2,184 – $2,912

193 PAPE CLEMENT 2005 (9)
Pessac-Leognan

Owned by Bernard Magrez, this great terroir
a few miles from Haut Brion and La Mission
Haut Brion has produced one of the superstars
of the vintage. A blend of 55% Merlot and
45% Cabernet Sauvignon, Pape Clement’s 2005
has an opaque purple color and smoky barbecue
and chocolaty notes intermixed with cassis and
blackberries. There is also some underlying
minerality in this full-bodied, super-
concentrated wine, which has wonderfully
sweet, well-integrated tannins. This majestic,
multidimensional wines is one of the great,
great wines of the vintage. It should drink well
for at least another 25 years. 99 RP

9 BTS. Estimate $3,553 – $4,738

194 SMITH HAUT LAFITTE 2000 (3)
Pessac-Leognan
SMITH HAUT LAFITTE 2001 (3)
Pessac-Leognan

6 BTS. Estimate $1,330 – $1,774

195 SMITH HAUT LAFITTE 2005 (6)
Pessac-Leognan

6 BTS. Estimate $1,789 – $2,386

196 LA CROIX CANON 1998 (1)
Canon-Fronsac
MOULIN PEY LABRIE 1998 (3)
Canon-Fronsac
FONTENIL 2000 (3)
Fronsac
LA CROIX CANON 2000 (1)
Canon-Fronsac

8 BTS. Estimate $673 – $897

197 BRULESECAILLE 1998 (4)
Cotes De Bourg
D'AIGUILHE 2000 (2)
Castillon
ROC DE CAMBES 2006 (3)
Cotes De Bourg

9 BTS. Estimate $818 – $1,091

198 BOURGNEUF 1999 (3)
Pomerol
VIEUX CHATEAUX CERTAN 2000 (2)
Pomerol
CERTAN DE MAY 2007 (1)
Pomerol

6 BTS. Estimate $1,385 – $1,847
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199 ANGELUS 1990 (2)
St. Emilion

A blend of 60% Merlot and 40% Cabernet
Franc, this is clearly the greatest Angelus until
the 2000, 2003 and then the perfect 2005.
Beautiful, sweet plum, blackberry and blueberry
fruit soar from the glass of this opaque, purple
wine that still hasn’t lost much in color. Deep,
opulent, voluptuously textured, full-bodied and
multidimensional, this is a stunner and just now
approaching its plateau of full maturity, where it
should stay for at least another 20 years. 99 RP

2 BTS. Estimate $1,794 – $2,392

200 BEAUSEJOUR BECOT 2000 (2)
St. Emilion
BELLEFONT-BELCIER 2000 (3)
St. Emilion
BELLISLE MONDOTTE 2000 (6)
St. Emilion

11 BTS. Estimate $1,125 – $1,500

201 CANON 1971 (1)
St. Emilion
L'ARROSEE 1978 (1)
St. Emilion

2 BTS. Estimate $508 – $677

202 CHATEAU DU CAUZE 1998 (1)
St. Emilion
CANON LA GAFFELIERE 1999 (3)
St. Emilion
GRAND MAYNE 2000 (2)
St. Emilion

6 BTS. Estimate $732 – $976

203 MONBOUSQUET 1998 (1)
St. Emilion
GRAND PONTET 2000 (3)
St. Emilion
PAVIE 2000 (1)
St. Emilion

5 BTS. Estimate $1,511 – $2,015

204 PIPEAU 2000 (3)
St. Emilion
QUINAULT 2000 (3)
St. Emilion

6 BTS. Estimate $931 – $1,241

205 FAIZEAU 1998 (1)
St. Emilion - Vieilles Vignes
YON-FIGEAC 2000 (2)
St. Emilion
YON-FIGEAC 2000 (3)
St. Emilion
FAIZEAU 2001 (1)
St. Emilion - Vieilles Vignes

7 BTS. Estimate $541 – $722

206 TROPLONG-MONDOT 2005 (11)
St. Emilion

11 BTS. Estimate $6,065 – $8,087

White Bordeaux
207 D’YQUEM 1966 (1)

Sauternes

85 RP

1 BT. Estimate $1,255 – $1,674
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208 HAUT PEYRAGUEY 1983 (1)
Sauternes
D’YQUEM 1988 (1x375 ml.)
Sauternes
TIRECUL LA GRAVIERE 1995 (1x500 ml.)
Monbazillac Cuvee Madame
LAFAURIE PEYRAGUEY 2003 (1x375 ml.)
Sauternes

2X375ML, 1X500ML & 1BT.

Estimate $1,079 – $1,439

Port
209 HENRIQUES + HENRIQUES 1900 (1)

Madeira Century Malmsey

1 BT. Estimate $1,348 – $1,798

210 FONSECA 1994 (12)
Vintage Port

One of the most spectacular 1994s, this opaque
purple-colored wine is an exotic, flamboyant,
ostentatious port. Extremely fragrant and
pungent, with a flashy display of jammy cassis,
pepper, licorice, and truffles, this port is an
attention-grabber. Awesomely rich, and full-
bodied, with superb length, richness, and overall
balance, it possesses a huge mid-palate, layers of
flavor, an unctuous texture, and a blockbuster
finish. Everything is in place, with the brandy
and tannin well-integrated, even concealed by
the masses of fruit and glycerin. This wine will
drink fabulously well at age ten, but keep for up
to thirty years. Anticipated maturity: 2002-2035.
97 RP

12 BTS. Estimate $3,974 – $5,299

211 GRAHAM'S 1994 (1)
Vintage Port
TAYLOR'S 1994 (1)
Vintage Port

2 BTS. Estimate $643 – $858

211A GRAHAM'S 1983 (3)
Vintage Port

3 BTS. Estimate $1,652 – $2,203

Cognac
212 COURVOISIER NV (1)

Erte 7
Ugni Blanc

1 BT. Estimate $1,080 – $1,440

213 DELAMAIN & CO NV (1)
Cognac Grand Champagne 1914
T. HINE & CO NV (1)
Cognac Vieille Grande Champagne

2 BTS. Estimate $2,310 – $3,080

Whisky
214 GLENFIDDICH NV (1)

30 Year Old Single Malt Whisky
MIDLETON 2003 (1)
Very Rare Irish Whiskey
DALWHINNIE 1981 (1x700 ml.)
Distiller's Edition

1X700ML & 2 BTS. Estimate $1,413 – $1,884
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Bidding Procedure and Collecting Your Wine

INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS
If this is your first time at a wine auction, the procedure is quite

straight forward. After registering, you will be given a numbered

paddle. To bid, simply raise your paddle until the bidding reaches

your spending limit. Bids will not be subject to HST or a buyer’s

premium. If you have any questions about bidding, ask a member

of the Toronto Symphony Volunteer Committee or staff in

attendance at the auction. 

BIDDING INCREMENTS
Bidding generally opens below the low estimate and advances in

increments of up to 10%, subject to the auctioneer’s discretion.

Absentee bids that do not conform to the increments set below 

may be lowered to the next bidding interval.

$0 to $100 by $5

$100 to $200 by $10

$200 to $300 by $20

$300 to $500 by $25

$500 to $1,000 by $50

$2,000 to $3,000 by $200

$3,000 to $5,000 by $250

$5,000 to $10,000 by $500

The auctioneer may vary the increments during

the course of the auction at his discretion.

All prices in Canadian funds.

COLLECTING YOUR WINE
Iron Gate Private Wine Management is the official storage

facility of the 2017 Toronto Symphony Orchestra Fine Wine

Auction and is also responsible for inventory management and

delivery to the final purchasers.

Wines will be made available from Friday, 10AM on 

November 24, 2017. No wine auction lots will be released

unless the purchase price has been paid in full.

Our open hours for pick up: Monday to Friday, 10AM to 5PM.

We are also open on Saturday, December 9, 2017 – 11AM to 3PM.

Iron Gate’s office address is 51 Laird Drive, Toronto, ON, 

M4G 3T4. There is parking available at the back door of

the building. An appointment is required for pickup. 

Please call Irina Omari at 416-234-9500 ext. 2 to make

arrangements for pick-up or delivery.

Iron Gate can deliver to your home or office in Toronto for a

fee of $20 per lot to a maximum of $60 per delivery (max 10

lots). Outside Toronto please call for a quote.

The highest bidder acknowledged by the auctioneer shall be the buyer. The auctioneer has the right to reject any bid and to

advance the bidding at his absolute discretion and, in the event of any dispute between the bidders, to determine the successful

bidder or to re-offer and re-sell the item in dispute. Should there be any dispute after the sale, the auction’s record of final sale

shall be conclusive.

The bidding increments in this auction will be determined by the auctioneer. (See below for Bidding Increments.) Any commission bids

received that are not at the proper increments will be reduced to the next lowest increment. The auctioneer may change bidding

increments at his discretion.

Payment for your successful bids must be made by cash or credit card by Wednesday, November 22, 2017.
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TSO Fine Wine Auction
Absentee Bid Form

Name (Please Print) ________________________________________

Street _____________________________________________________

Town/City _________________________________________________

Province ________________________ Postal Code _____________

Phone (Bus.) _____________________ (Res.) ____________________

(Fax) ______________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________

Charge to: Visa Mastercard Amex

Card No.___________________________________________________

Expiry Date_________________________________________________

Name on Card _____________________________________________

Valid Signature _____________________________________________

To submit your bids, please also complete

the Absentee Bid Order Form on page 54.

TELEPHONE BIDDING
If this is a telephone bidding request, please check here:

Auction time telephone number:

____________________________________________________________

(where you can be contacted during the auction)

TSO auction staff will phone you prior

to your lot coming up for auction.

Please complete the Absentee Bid Order Form

on page 54 for all telephone bidding requests.

Bids are to be executed up to but not exceeding the amount

or amounts specified below. Each bid is PER LOT as indicated, 

and all bids will be executed and are accepted subject to the

“Conditions of Sale” printed in this catalogue.

I hereby submit the following bids. I would like to limit the

total that I spend to $_____________. I hereby authorize 

you to stop my bids after that amount has been reached in

successful bids. I list all my bids in sequential catalogue order. 

I understand that I will be informed of any successful bids 

prior to Friday, November 24, 2017.

I acknowledge that the wine purchased at the auction may not

have been tested by the Liquor Control Board of Ontario.

Signature _______________________ Date _______________

Send to:

Toronto Symphony Volunteer Committee

Attn: Linda McGeown

500-145 Wellington St. W.

Toronto, Ontario M5J 1H8

Phone: 416-593-7769 ext. 359  Fax: 416-591-0213

Email: lmcgeown@tso.ca

DEADLINE FOR ABSENTEE BIDS IS 12:00 P.M. EST. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2017
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Absentee Bid Order Form

LOT BID SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONSWHOLE DOLLARS ONLY

THE TSO 27TH ANNUAL FINE WINE AUCTION - NOVEMBER 9, 2017
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Terms and Conditions of Sale

REGISTRATION
Buyers must register before the start of auction bidding. If you are

bidding in person, bidding at the auction will be by paddle only. 

Paddle registration is free and will be available at the TSO Fine Wine

Auction from 5:30 p.m. local Toronto time until the end of the

auction, Thursday, November 9, 2017. Pre-registration is strongly

advised to expedite paddle pick-up. To pre-register, please visit

tsvc.ca/fine-wine-auction or contact Linda McGeown at 416-593-7769

ext. 359. Buyers who have pre-registered must still collect their

paddles in order to bid. Credit card information will be requested 

on registration.

ABSENTEE BIDS
Prospective buyers are advised to attend the auction. However,

bids will be accepted and executed if received in advance of the

auction by mail, email or fax at the offices of the Toronto Symphony

Volunteer Committee no later than 12:00 p.m. local Toronto time,

Wednesday, November 8, 2017. Absentee bidders are kindly

requested to complete the absentee bidding form at the back of the

catalogue. Credit card information will be requested and validated.

Commission bids submitted to the TSO Fine Wine Auction in

writing or otherwise left with the TSO Fine Wine Auction prior to

the auction for execution at or below a specified price, will be vetted

and executed by the auctioneer for the convenience of bidders. 

The Toronto Symphony Orchestra and the Toronto Symphony

Volunteer Committee shall not be responsible for failing to execute

such bids or for errors relating to the execution of such bids or

following any other instructions of any commission bidder.

At the request of the commission bidder, the auctioneer will limit

overall expenditures in the auction to a predetermined limit

communicated to the auctioneer by the commission bidder. If such 

a request is made, the auctioneer will stop bidding on new lots as 

soon as the commission bidder reaches the predetermined limit in

successful bids. In the event that received commission bids on a lot are

for identical amounts and at auction those commission bids are the

highest bids for that lot, the lot shall be knocked down to the person

whose commission bid (for the relevant amount) was received first.

The wines listed in this catalogue, as may be amended by sale room notice or announcement, are being offered for sale by the

Toronto Symphony Orchestra and the Toronto Symphony Volunteer Committee for its own account. These Terms and Conditions

of Sale constitute the complete terms and conditions on which all of the wines and related items will be offered for sale.

TELEPHONE BIDDING
If you cannot attend the auction, you may bid by telephone

during the auction by completing the absentee bid form at the

back of the catalogue. Arrangements for this must be made in

advance of the auction. Your request for a reservation for

telephone bidding must be received in advance of the auction, 

by no later than 12:00 p.m. local Toronto time, Wednesday, 

November 8, 2017. A representative of the auction will

acknowledge your request for telephone bidding. Credit card

information will be requested and validated.

Any failure to execute bids or any mistake in doing so cannot 

be the responsibility of the auctioneer, the Toronto Symphony

Orchestra or of the Toronto Symphony Volunteer Committee 

or its staff or members.

CONDITIONS OF THE WINE
All wine sold at the sale shall be at the buyer’s risk.

The Toronto Symphony Orchestra and the Toronto Symphony

Volunteer Committee sells all wine exactly as it is and gives 

no warranty of any kind as to any of the wine, nor shall they 

be liable in any manner for any error in description, faults, 

or defects. All warranties and conditions implied by law are

hereby excluded. No person shall have recourse against the

Toronto Symphony Orchestra or the Toronto Symphony

Volunteer Committee for any irregularity or illegality in the

sales, or in the conduct of the sale, or of the wine. All wine

donations for this auction have been professionally stored at the

proper temperature and humidity at an off-site facility.

The wine offered for sale at the Auction may not have been

tested by the Liquor Control Board of Ontario. The purchaser 

of the wine by way of the auction is required by law to

acknowledge in writing that the wine may not have been tested

by the Liquor Control Board of Ontario. The form for this

acknowledgment will be available for signature on registration.
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BORDEAUX

bn.

ts.
hs.

ms.

ls.

bs.

vts.

BURGUNDY

3 cm

5 cm

7 cm

Level/Ullage Description and Interpretations

BORDEAUX LEVELS
For wines in bottles with defined shoulders including

Bordeaux, Port and other wines, the level is measured 

and catalogued as follows:

bn. BASE NECK: Perfectly good for any age of wine.

Outstandingly good for a wine of 10 years in bottle,

or longer.

vts. VERY TOP SHOULDER

ts. TOP SHOULDER: Normal for any Bordeaux 15 years old

or older.

hs. HIGH SHOULDER: Slight natural reduction through the

easing of the cork and evaporation through cork and

capsule. Usually no problem. Acceptable for any wine

over 20 years old. Exceptional for pre-1950 wines.

ms. MID SHOULDER: Probably some weakening of the cork

and some risk. Not abnormal for wines 30-40 years of age.

Estimates usually take this into account.

ls. LOW SHOULDER: Risky and usually only accepted for sale

if wine or label exceptionally rare or interesting.

Always offered with low estimate.

bs. BOTTOM SHOULDER: Not acceptable for sale unless

a rare sort of bottle. Wine will usually be undrinkable.

u. ULLAGE: Level.

Example: (u. 2ts) means 2 bottles ullaged to top shoulder.

oc. ORIGINAL CARTON

owc. ORIGINAL WOODEN CASE

RC RESERVE CHÂTEAU

BURGUNDY LEVELS
For wines in bottles with sloping necks, including Burgundy,

German and other wines, the level between the cork and wine is

measured and catalogued in centimetres.

The condition and drinkability of Burgundy is less affected by

ullage than its equivalent from Bordeaux. A 5-7-cm. ullage in 

a 50-year-old Burgundy can be considered normal, indeed good

for age; 3.5-4 cm. excellent for age; 7cm. rarely a risk.

Example: (u. 3x5cm) means 3 bottles ullaged 5 cm.

BOTTLE SIZES
hf. bt. HALF BOTTLE = 0.375 litres

bt(s). BOTTLE(S) = 0.75 litres

ltr. LITRE

mag. MAGNUM = 1.5 litres, or two regular bottles

d. mag. DOUBLE MAGNUM (Bordeaux, Port) = 3 litres

jero. JEROBOAM (Burgundy, Champagne) = 3 litres

jero. JEROBOAM (Bordeaux) = 5 litres*

imp. IMPÉRIALE (Bordeaux) = 6 litres

meth. METHUSELAH (Burgundy, Champagne) = 6 litres

salm. SALMANAZAR = 9 litres

*Up to 1978, jeroboams were generally bottled in 4.5-ltr. bottles.

TASTING NOTE SOURCES
AM - Allen Meadows CC - Clive Coates

IWC - International Wine Cellar RP - Robert Parker

WA - Wine Advocate WS - Wine Spectator VM - Vinous Media
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The Financial Benefits of Purchasing Wine 
at the TSO Fine Wine Auction

Approximate Cost Comparison on a $1,000 Wine Purchase

(Charity vs. Commercial)

TSO Fine Commercial

Wine Auction Wine Auction

Hammer Price:        $1,000 $1,000

Buyer’s Premium:        —                            $200

HST on Hammer Price:        —                            $130

HST on Buyer’s Premium:        —                            $26

Total Cost to Purchaser: $1,000 $1,356

$356 Savings
35.6% Difference

There are significant cost savings when purchasing wine at 
charity wine auctions versus commercial wine auctions.

At the TSO charity wine auction, the purchaser pays only the hammer price (i.e., the winning bid).

There is no buyer’s premium or additional taxes (HST) charged.

When purchasing wine at a commercial auction, one can pay up to or more than 

30%-35% in additional fees, which includes a buyer’s premium of approximately 20% 

and a tax (HST) of 13% payable on both the hammer price and the buyer’s premium.

Lot 115
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Proceeds from the TSO Fine Wine Auction support
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